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Aim: To evaluate the efficacy of antibiotic treatment in
children who presented in medical care with respiratory
infection and had imaging evidence of sinusitis. Methods:
Eighty-two children (4 — 10 y) with acute respiratory symp-
toms and ultrasonography findings suggestive of acute rhi-
nosinusitis were enrolled in a randomized, double-blind
trial. The sinus findings were confirmed with plain radio-
graphs. The children received either cefuroxime axetil in
125 — mg capsules twice a day for 10 d or placebo. Main
outcome measures were complete cure in 2 wk and absence
of prolonged symptoms or complications. Results: A total
of 72 children (88% ) completed follow-up. The sinusitis
findings in the ultrasound could be confirmed with plain
radiographs in 65 of the 72 patients (90% ). The propor-
tion of children completely cured by day 14 was similar in
both groups (difference 6%, 95% confidence interval —
16% to 29% ) .
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Objective: (1) To determine the effect of intravenous
terbutaline in children with acute severe asthma on pa-
rameters like heart rate, blood pressure, electrocardiogram
and serum electrolytes; (2) to assess the safety profile and
to evaluate the outcome of children treated with intravenous
terbutaline for acute severe asthma. Design: Retrospective
study of admission records of children admitted with acute
severe asthma who needed intravenous terbutaline. Setting:
Children’s Hospital at the Leicester Royal Infirmary, UK.
Patients: 77 children with acute severe asthma admitted
between April 1999 and October 2002. Results: There was
a significant increase in heart rate and significant fall in
diastolic blood pressure in this cohort. Four patients re-
quired inotropic support. None of the patients had cardiac
arrhythmias. Potassium supplements were required in 10
patients due to hypokalaemia. All patients improved and
none required initiation of ventilation after commencing
terbutaline. There was no mortality in this cohort. Con-
clusions: Terbutaline was found to be safe for use in this
patient group in doses ranging between 1 and 5 pwg/kg/
min. Intravenous terbutaline was found to be a useful ad-
junct in those who failed to respond to standard initial

therapy.
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